Of Mice and Men

Theme

Read over the following poems.  What do they say about people, life, and their dreams?  Circle the key words that help to illuminate the meaning of the poems.
To a Mouse …
By Robert Burns
“The best laid schemes of mice and men

Often go awry (wrong),

And leave us naught but grief and pain,
For promised joy.”

A Dream Deferred

by Langston Hughes
What happens to a dream deferred?

Does it dry up 
like a raisin in the sun? 
Or fester like a sore-- 
And then run? 
Does it stink like rotten meat? 
Or crust and sugar over-- 
like a syrupy sweet?

Maybe it just sags 
like a heavy load.

Or does it explode?

In 200 – 250 words discuss:
· Life happens.  
Explain what the above philosophy of life means with reference to the above two poems. Do you agree with the sentiments of the authors or do you think differently?
