M&M Chapter Four Questions 
 Crooks 
1.       Describe Crooks' appearance, habits and behaviour. 
 

2.      Many things in this novel are left to our own inferential skills. 'Crooks' might be the stable-buck's actual name, but what evidence is there that this name is more likely a 'nick' name given to him? 
 

3.      How does Steinbeck underscore Crooks essential dignity in this chapter? Find at least three things that emphasize his dignity. 
4.      "Why ain't you wanted?" Lennie asked. 

"'Cause I'm black...." 
We have noted repeatedly that inference is an important skill in the world of Steinbeck's novel, as it is in the real world as well. George is able to infer things easily. He saw Lennie's inevitable conflict with Curley, for example. Consider the quotation above. How is Lennie at a great disadvantage?                          
5.      Examine all five people who enter Crooks' room in this chapter. Each is lonely. Rate them from most to least lonely.
 

6.      Explain the loneliness of each character. Consider both the sources of that loneliness and the proofs. 
 

7.      'You ain't wanted here...' Candy says to Curley's wife. 'You got no right to come in my room[,]' Crooks says to Lennie. Are these expressions more sad than ironic or the other way around? Analyze, decide and explain. 
8.        
a)     Why does Crooks have his own sleeping quarters?
b)     Why does Lennie come into Crooks' room? Type your answer in the space provided.
c)      Why does Crooks actually let Lennie and Candy stay in his room? Type your answer in the space provided.
d)     What is Crooks afraid Curley's wife could have done to him? Type your answer in the space provided.
9.      Despite the evidence that there is prejudice against Crooks, Steinbeck offers evidence that he doesn't share this prejudice. Mention what actions of Lennie's might be regarded as symbolic proof that Steinbeck isn't racist? 
10.  What single aspect of Steinbeck's description of Crooks runs strikingly counter to the racial stereotypes of blacks sometimes found in works of American literature?
11.   Although we have met Curley's wife several times and heard her discussed numerous times, there is a simple basic fact about her that we don't know. The fact that we don't know it reflects the sexism of the men on the ranch. What is this basic fact?
 
