  
M&M Chapter Three: Candy's Dog and Curley's Hand 
Questions
Answer these questions in full sentences, but in as few words as possible. 
1.       Ellipsis is the leaving out of what is understood. You will notice that the third paragraph joins a conversation that is already in progress. Although we are not directly told what remark has immediately preceded the one being made, you know three things without any trouble at all.   
 

a)     Mention who spoke immediately before the first remark we hear. 
b)     Outline roughly what he said. 
c)     Explain how you know those two things. 
 


The ellipsis represented by paragraph three of this chapter is yet another example of the 'indirect' approach of Steinbeck. In one sense, this tendency to use indirection seems ironic: third person objective is the most direct style possible. However, the process mirrors what we experience in life, for we continually use inferential skills to fill in gaps in our understanding. 

Here's how inference is different from knowledge. True knowledge contains the authority of an absolute certainty. It comes from experience or direct observation. Inference is a type of secondary knowledge based on implication -- or 'seeming'. The stronger the implication, the more reliable the inference. When an inference seems absolutely reliable it becomes a type of knowledge. 
 

2.      Let's examine the process a little more closely. Read the third paragraph of page 39, beginning with the words, 'There was a clang...' 
 

a)     What's happening outside? 
b)     Do you actually know this or do you infer it? 
c)     If you believe you know it, re-write the paragraph to show how the author would only have implied what was happening. On the other hand, if you believe you infer it, re-write the paragraph to show how the author would have passed along certain knowledge of what was happening. 
  

Like most of these 'strong silent types' Slim isn't very handy at expressing himself. Re-read paragraph six of page 39, that begins with ,'Oh, I dunno...' 
  
3.      What is Slim trying to explain? 
 

 

Re-read the long paragraph on page 40, which begins with, 'George looked over at Slim...' 
  
  
4.      Summarize what George tells Slim in this paragraph. 
 

5.      What earlier events show that George is a man who prizes secrecy? 
 

6.      Do your best to explain why secretive George is sharing these memories with Slim? 
 

7.      Explain how knowing Lennie has made George more humane. 
Look at page 41. Re-read the paragraphs from 'Course he ain't mean...' down to the paragraph which begins, 'Hell, no.' 
9.      What colloquial phrases does Steinbeck use to create the effect of casual speech? 
 

10.   Characters don't remain static. They grow both in the sense of actually changing and they grow in the sense of growing in clarity -- developing -- for the reader. In this chapter, Lennie 'grows' in the second sense. In other words, we understand him better. Mention three things that help us to understand him better.  
 

11.   Explain what we now know about Lennie. 
 

12.   In what sense (or senses) does this chapter create a sense of 'foreboding'? 
 

13.     
a)     What incident in the past stopped George's habit of playing tricks on Lennie?  
b)     What does Carlson do to Candy's dog? 
c)      Why does Curley attack Lennie? 
 
